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- Formy Capstone PrOJect I was set to observe binary stars; that is a pair

~ of stars that orblt a shared center of mass. Approximately half the stars

visible fro'm'Earth"are.'believed to be binary star systems. It is believed

that most of these systems form during star formation, due to how
similar they are in composition, but some do occur due to gravitational

www.Scienceblogs.com, Accreting Contact Binary Star System .
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captures. | was set to observe the star system EX-Leo, an accreting

contact binary star in the constellation Leo.
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The plan was to observe'
EX-Leo through a telescope

6” Telescope_fﬁ-

and take long exposure -"-j
images using a CCD |
Camera. The images would HIMIRO)[X % '. —
then be processed to graph Blnary stars:- reugé ul to astronemers
the stars’ brightness over S o 'I- %'erlods canbe
time into a lightcurve. S

From this we can calculate

rotational period, size, and .
b a We /Can ea rn more
ANALYSIS f Tw o
Unfortunately, due to weather no .; 2 e
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analysis. | BN
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While I have enjofed theoretical a astronomy for many y'ea‘rs"-i._-”-{.-

now, doing it in practufé{trﬁ“”diﬁerent Actually usmg the N .
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telescopes and CCD cameras successfully was an
accomplishment, but there were many thmgs out5|de of my
_._c'ontrol that made the proccess frusterating. Overall, it was a

\"'good experience but | would probably not do it again if given i ' e
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